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PRE—— —

PETER BHAW RECORDED HIS PEDIGREE AT ORNKSKIRK ON
SEPTEXBER 22ND, 1664,

PETER SHAW II

Son and heir of the Rev. Peter Shaw; Peter Shaw, who succeeded to the Rivington
end Heath Chamock property of the Reverend Peter Shaw on March 7th 1663. This
should be placed first in this instalment.

Peter Shaw endeavoured to recoup his shattered fortunes by prospecting
for lead in partmership with Sir Richerd Standish end George Smyth of Sharples.
The workings were in the Manor of Anglezark, which at this date belonged to Sir
Richard Stendish. After many difficulties the pertners succeeded in obtaining
ore of a good quality end in sufficient guantity when, unfortunately for Peter,
Sir Richard died and his widow, Dame Margeret, who prior to this undertaking,
now exercised her rights and became the open enemy of Peter Shaw and his friends.

The manuscriptsof Lord Kenyon contain the following letter from Lady
Standish to Roger Kenyon, }¥.P. in JLondon.

1694, Decewber 16th, Duxbury.

"T hope by this time you heve my other letter with the account of Mr. Shaw's
proceedings sbout the lead mines; in short, the water has put both them snd me
out of possession, for they are guite drowned up. I hope you will not blame me
for letting you know who is Clerk of the Peace now in Lanceshire; it is Mr,
Morton, en ettorney in Bolton. I suppose he expects thanks for easing your
family of the trouble of that office, and I hope you will mot forget that he is
rewarded, Sir, if that malice in me to put you in mind that you are ef'f ronted,
as well as myself sbused, I hope God will pardon it, for I think it is for the
public good thet these people be made to know themselves, I find there is
nothing but punishing their purses can procure my peace. Your son advises me
to pay them in their own coyn ard indite sll but the sheriff himself, "

(Hist, 1, S.S, Comm. Oppe Pt. &)

We gather from the chancery proceedings instituted hy Peter Shaw in
the following February, the full nature of Lady Stendish's activities.

Pebruary 12th 1694~5. Compleint by Peter Shaw of Rivington, Co.Larcs,
gent, and George Smyth of sharples, Co. Lencs, yecmen, that Sir Richard Standish,
late of Duxbury, Bart, deceased ebout twelve years ego, Legel possessor, siezed
in fee of the manor of Heapey end Anglezerk and of several messuages, lands, etc.,
in Heepey end Anglegsark, wherein as was supposed several mines of lead and other
minerels ley and he came and consulted the said George Sgyth who was experienced
in such matters who viewed the seme and reported mines there of considersble
adventage to be Worked and the said complainants entered into an ggreement with
Sir Richard (one John Jowle of Arncliffe, Co. York, miner cn whose cpinion Sir
Richard relied, being consulted) to seek for the same, Sir Richard to have a tenth
of the ore as royelty and two fifths as pertner-complainants a fifth and John Jowle
& tenth and an indenture to thet effect was made = 13th of Januery 1691=2,

"The Works weré accordingly made end cerried on at a very greet expense to the
pertners and much against the will of Dame Mergeret Standish then wife of the said
Richard she believing the seme would prove successless and the reby her husband
slready much indebted, beharmed, and demaged in his estate, she blaming compleinents
for encoursging her husbande For a long time they had no success but at length a
very hopeful vein or mine of lead was discovered in Anglezark as well in the waste
there as in stornement of John Abbots held by lease. They continued working until
the death of Sir Richard in December, 1693, wlen Deame lMargeret his widow went on

in his place for four months during which time compleinants spent much time on the
same, they living nearby and also expended much money beyond their quota, or share,
in workmen, tools, etc., sbove £100.




John Abbot was very interested end helped in the work refusing payment for the

same., _ ‘

The Work in the four months sfter Sir Richard's death was so good and
the quantity of ore so great that compleinents and Deme Margaret obtained to the

vealue of £2) or £25 a day clear of expenses and we
the same but Deme Mergaret Standish being desirous
self on May lst, last past, with violence turned c
said works and bolted them sc they and their worke

re likely to have increase of

to have all edvantage for her-
omplainents out, set dors on the
rs were prevented from wo rking

there and seized the ore already found and lying upon the banks and ceused scme

workmen to be arrested and so effrighted them that

none would work for complainents.

When the sheriff gave order on complainents' behalf she cut up the engines, tools,

etc., and tumed a river into the mines and gives
mines and veins were lost then that complainants s

out she would rather the whole
hould have their shares therein

and insists Sir Richard was only tenant for life and had mo power to make the

indenture with the compleinants. She has drawn i

rto confederacy with herself Sir

Thomas Standish, Bart, her son, Hugh Stendish of Duxbury, gent, the said John Jowle,
Jolm Owen of Duxbury, gent, Ralph Brown of the seame, husbandmen, Benjemin Edmondson

of Chorley, clerk, Thomas Morris of Heapey, yeomen

» Jemes Livesey of Duxbury, husbend

man, John Abbot of Anglezark, Tlomas Mather, Thomes Boulton, Richard Fakins of

Standish, yeaman, Alexander Righy of Layton, Esqui

re, end others; and the complain-

ants desire the same may be ceused to appear to answer the premises,

"Answer of John Abbot, Thomas Morris, end Jemes Livesey, three of the defendant s,

that they believe Sir Richard Steandish was owner o

f the Msnors of Hespey amd Angle-

! zark. It is evident thet a considersble smount of lead has been taken out of the
: Meror of Anglezerk, but only know the same because they ere neighbours to the said

other wozkmen employed there., They know as to the
the mire, "

Lady Standisk not receiving satisfaction from the
support of her high-handed action ageinst her late

place and have observed Joseph Mbasley, reported to be 2 miner from Derbyshi re and

reason why work wes stopped in

legal officers of the county in
husbend's partners petitioned

the Fouse of Lords. "Petition of Margaret Ledy Stendish, widow of Sir Richard

Stendish to the House of Lords, April 11th, 1695",

"Sets out that Peler Shaw and George Snyth were in possession under a wrongful
! title of a lead mine lately open in the Manor of Mnglezark in Lencashire which was

settled towards the petitiorer's Jointure. To re

cover poesession she caused an

ection of trespass and ejectment to be brought in the name of Thamas lorris upon

several demises of the petitioner and Jom Abhet t
the mine lay was amciently leased for a term of ye

o whose father the land in which
ars yet enduring. Shaw end Suyth

were duly served with copies of the declaration in that action and they do shelter
and cover the possession by and under a mortgage made to one Thamas Weddington by
Sir Richard Standish who sgreed with the said Waddington to assign over the mo rtgage

in trust for them to lord Willoughby of Parham,
should have defended their title in the seid actio

At the time the said Shew and Smyth
n, but they offered a rule, in Lord

Willoughby's neme, to meke him defendent s but the plaintiff's attorney refused it in

respect of his Lordship's privilege of Parliement.

At the last assizes at Lancaster,

the plaintiffs moved for judgement against the casual ejector for want of a proper

defendant. The Judge on hearing afterwards that
was brought, disowned that he had any title and th
wes only in trust, refused to give Judgement, till

Lord Willoughby, sfter the action
at if his name was made use of it
the Fouse of Peers determined how

far Lord Willoughby's interest was really concerned, "Prays therefore thst as Lord
Willoughby is noways concerned in this cause but as trustee privilege may not
obstruct the petitioner and the sa2id Abbot in presenting their rights?

"Order on the sbove referring it to the Lords Committee for privileges who were to

meet in the House of Peers on the 22nd of April et

four ofclock in the af'ternoon;

Lord Willoughby to heve a copy of the petition and to give or send his answer at or

before the sbovenemed day and hour, "




We do not kmow the final decisions in the case, but of one thing we are certain
that Peter Shew died a few yeers later a completely ruired man., His merits in
the case seem to be clearly set out in his petition and the weskness of his
position lay in the indenture with Sir Richerd Standish, which conveyed rights
thet ceased on the latter's death, for the rest he seems toc have been the vietim
of a woman's cunning and malevolence., During this period of increasing financieal
difficulties in which Shaw's place was mortgaged it is probable thet Peter Shaw
resided at the Great House in Rivington. This house may have been the principal
homestead of Rivington in the Sawon pericd, before the Pilkingtons constructed
their first hall, It wes in possession of the Brodhursts et a very early dste,
and from them it passed by marriage to the Bebhalghs (Bulloughs) and thence to
Elizebeth Heydock, who conveyed it to her husband, John Shaw, in the fifteenth
century.

The house has in recent yesrs undergone extensive repairs to maske it suitsble for
its present undignified usage. The existing structure is mot of ancient date,
ell trece of the early residence must have been removed in the seventeenth century,
when the scuth-end of the present house was buill about the middle of thet period.
The next bay was added at the close of the seventeenth or early eighteenth century
when the Andertons possessed it, whilst the north-end is clearly the "house newly
erected at the Great House farn® about 1767.

in 1699 Peter Shaw sold the Grest House Rivington, to Tlomas Anderton, and also
disposed of the Blindhmrst land to the Vicar of Rivington; the apcient holding
mertioned in the early fourteenth century Ashaw charters. About the sane time
increasing difficulties with his finencial commitments forced him sgain to mortgage
the whole of the Shaw property.




